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 d
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b
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th
er
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u
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re
so
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n
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h
e 
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p
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n

 t
h
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o
v
er
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m
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ts
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o
u
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 p
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e 

th
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h
er

it
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e 
an

d
 e
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h
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p
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b
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o
v
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u
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h
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e 

en
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u
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d

 t
h
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e 

d
u
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o
 m

u
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u
m
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in

g
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ta

b
li

sh
ed

 c
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ar
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u
id

el
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n
 h

o
w
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h

o
u
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 b
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p
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.
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h
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b
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f 
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o
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n
m
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o
 m

an
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 c
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n
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e 
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b
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h
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o
n
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h
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t 
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m
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o
 

ex
p

an
d
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g
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h
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r 
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ll
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o
n
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u

g
h
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q

u
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n
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 m
u
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u

m
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d

 m
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y 
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 p
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u
n
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s 

p
u

b
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c 
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n
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a 

p
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f 
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 r
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en

t 
y
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, 
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e 

D
u
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h
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o
v
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n
-

m
en

t 
h
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o
u

g
h

t 
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 d
o
w

n
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z
e 
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d

 

h
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m

p
le

m
en
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d
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u

st
er

it
y
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s 
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u
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b
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h
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m
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d
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n
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t 

b
y
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h
e 
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en
t 

ec
o
n

o
m
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 c
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m
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d
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h
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g
 

p
o
p
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o
n
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d
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h
e 
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te

n
d
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-
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n
 c

o
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h
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d

 

p
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n
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o
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ra

n
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m
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h
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p
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p
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n
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h
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o
f 

p
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n
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o
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b
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an
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 b
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n
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o
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n
m

en
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h
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m
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n

d
 p
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v
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A
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h
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d
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 m
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0
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0
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p
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g 
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 p
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u
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p
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n
u

m
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p
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u
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at
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p
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p
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 m
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 f
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 t
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at
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 o
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 l
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 c
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 c
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p
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 p
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 c
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 m
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m
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ra
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 c
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d
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2
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 m
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h
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5
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m
u
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u

m
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b
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 m
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il
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p
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7
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b
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 p
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at
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 r
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p

u
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 c
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h
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at
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n
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M

o
n

d
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n
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R
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b

ra
n

d
t 
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l 
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n
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u
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n
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n
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u
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u
m
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q

u
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n
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u
d
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s 

w
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A
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 d
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H

o
w

 d
o
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m
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a 

m
u
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u
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fo
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in

g
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 d

u
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p
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d
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y
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A
n

d
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h
at
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s 
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u
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m
u
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u

m
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h
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e 
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e 
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p

o
rt

an
t 

q
u
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o
n

s 
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 t
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es
 

w
h

en
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h
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e 
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n
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n
t 
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o
n
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b
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y
 a

n
d

 a
cc

o
u

n
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b
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 m
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 t
h

e 
A
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o
-

ci
at

io
n

 o
f 

St
at

e-
Su

b
si

d
is

ed
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u
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u
m
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 c
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v
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u
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h
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u
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h
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o
v
er

n
m

en
t 

ca
n

 b
e 
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h
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 d
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 r
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 m
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 d
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h
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u
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 d
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ra
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at
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What is the public value of museums? ‘More than worth it’ demonstrates 
that museums have great significance to society and are indeed worth 
fighting for. As Winston Churchill replied when he was asked to sell 
Britain’s national treasures in order to finance the war effort during World 
War II: ‘Hell no – what do you think we are fighting for?’
This publication makes a case for the five social values of museums, 
and shows how much benefit museums provide to Dutch society. This is 
important knowledge, but what is even more important is the awareness 
that not all value can be expressed in monetary terms.
Museums belong to us all – through unique objects and compelling stories, 
they show us how we came to be and provide a perspective on the past 
and future.

‘More than worth it’ also calls attention to the social opportunities of 
the sector. Now is the time for the museum sector, governments, civic 
organisations, educational institutions, funds, the media and the private 
sector to seize these opportunities and benefit from them. We believe the 
challenge involved is more than worth it!

This publication is essential reading for anyone interested in Dutch 
museums and museum policy.


